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here, but I like to add to it. I like to think that this mason
worked now so well that he was made foreman, that from fore-
man he rose to be manager, from manager he rose to director,
and finally to managing director. That he became rich and greatly
honoured" There you have the ideal set forth before children,
and not by a business man, but by an artist. Now anyone talking
like that to Soviet children would, to say the least of it, be
regarded with suspicion. There is a story told elsewhere of a
teacher who had not yet adapted himself to Communist ideology
and phraseology, who set the following problem in arithmetic:
" If a man bought a barrel of apples for 30 roubles and sold it for
70, what would he get ? " Pat came the answer, " Three months
jail." This typifies the attitude which is being inculcated in, the
Soviet child. The State ownership of the means of production
and distribution has abolished the exploitation of one class by
another. No one person may employ another to make a profit out
of him. No man may live on the labour of others. Add to this
the economic security of the individual, and the raison d'etre for
amassing wealth disappears. This has made it possible to replace
the individualistic acquisitive motive which characterises
capitalist education by the social and co-operative motive which
characterises Communist education. The possession of wealth
does not bring with it privilege, title, or honour. The man who
began as an errand-boy and finished up as a millionaire is not
held up to school-children as worthy of respect and emulation.
On the contrary, he would be regarded as the embodiment of all
that is evil in society. His place is taken by the factory-worker,
who, having become a shock brigader, has exceeded the plan
of work for his section, by the Pioneer who has exposed the anti-
Soviet activities of a kulak, by the airmen who performed such
heroic feats as saving the marooned workers of the Chelyuskin
expedition.
The hallmark of good society in the U.S.S.R. is neither wealth
nor title, but enthusiastic and loyal participation in the building
of the Socialist State. The community has taken the place of
the individual, but the latter is still regarded as the unit from